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DEFINITIONS: 
 
Emergency Equipment – Emergency lights for the purpose of this order are defined as roof or interior mounted 
red and/or blue rotating lights; red or blue flashing lights, and “wig wag” alternating headlamps.  It also 
includes the vehicle mounted audible emergency siren system. 

 
Emergency Operation (Driving) – Driving a Police vehicle while responding to the scene of situations such as 
crimes in progress, Officers needing assistance, unknown and personal injury accidents, and any other incident 
or situation that can be deemed an emergency due to the element of serious peril to human life. 
 
Non-Emergency Operation (Driving) – Includes all vehicle operation except during emergency response and 
pursuit situations. Non-emergency operation requires adherence to vehicle laws. The types of crimes requiring 
non-emergency operation include, but are not limited to: most burglar/hold up alarms, non-injury accidents, 
thefts and shoplifting, etc. 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
The purpose of this order is to establish department policy regarding the use, both marked and unmarked. 
 
POLICY: 
 
It shall be the policy of the Richmond Heights Police Department that all employees have an obligation to 
operate Police vehicles in a safe, legal, and courteous manner, since our vehicles are the most visible 
representation of City Government.  Defensive driving habits are the key to driving safety and must be stressed 
by our employees and reinforced by all Supervisors.   
 
PROCEDURE: 
 
I. DEPARTMENT VEHICLES 
 

A. General Policy 
 



Officers are responsible to proceed to assignments quickly, but at the same time, operate their 
vehicles in a safe and prudent manner.  Officers are permitted to circumvent traffic laws and 
ordinances only when necessary in the performance of official duties and only when safe and 
prudent to do so. 

 
1. Police vehicles will only be used for official Police business. 

 
2. Police vehicles may only be operated by Police Officers and by authorized civilian 

employees and authorized civilian repair personnel. 
 

3. Civilians (not in custody) will not ride in a Police vehicles unless required to do so by 
Police business, and then only with the permission of a shift Supervisor.  Civilians may 
also participate in a ride-a-long program, upon approval of a signed waiver of liability by 
the Chief of Police. A shift commander may permit authorized non-sworn personnel to 
participate in ride-a-longs upon approval of a signed waiver of liability by the Chief of 
Police. 

 
4. Police vehicles will not be used to push other vehicles unless the Police vehicle is 

equipped with a push bumper, and the necessary waiver of liability form is signed. 
 

5. Emergency escorts of other vehicles are prohibited.  Officers will not lead or escort 
ambulances on emergency runs. Officers will not authorize the driver of a private vehicle 
to speed, ignore signals or otherwise violate traffic laws. 

 
6. Cars will be locked, if practical, whenever left unattended (including the Police 

department parking lot). 
 

7. All Officers and authorized civilian drivers will have a valid Operator's License in their 
possession when operating a department vehicle. 

 
8. All occupants of department owned vehicles will wear seat belts. 

 
9. When conveying passengers of the opposite sex and all juveniles, Officers will advise the 

dispatcher of their mileage and location at the start and end of the conveyance. 
 

10. Personal vehicles will not be used for surveillance. 
 
II. EMERGENCY OPERATION (non-pursuit).   
 

A. Emergency Operation – Non-Pursuit 
 

Police vehicles are considered emergency vehicles only when being operated in accordance with 
RSMo 304.022 by displaying both flashing red lights, and audible siren.  Officers operating 
emergency vehicles are required to exercise reasonable care under the circumstances for the 
emergency, to prevent injury to himself/herself or others. 

 
1. Any commissioned  Officer is authorized to  activate emergency equipment (lights and 

siren) to respond only when it is reasonably necessary to accomplish one of the 
following: 

 
a. To prevent the commission of a crime dangerous to life (i.e., robbery in progress, 

shooting, flourishing a gun).  



 
1) Code three operation is not authorized for responding to peace disturbance 

calls unless there is the element of serious peril to human life. 
 

b. To provide emergency assistance to persons exposed to imminent threat of death 
or serious physical injury (i.e., accident with injuries, haz-mat spill); 

 
c. To apprehend a felon in the commission of a crime; 

 
d. To avert or minimize the effect of a public catastrophe or emergency involving 

the threat of major property damage (i.e., fire or explosion); 
 

e. To stop a traffic violator to take enforcement action; 
 

f. To stop a vehicle, based on reasonable suspicion, to conduct further investigation; 
 

g. To initiate pursuit that meets the criteria outlined in section III – Pursuits. 
 

B. Supervisor’s Responsibility.   
 

It is the responsibility of the Supervisor to be aware of conditions or situations that would dictate 
a lesser response, and direct Officers accordingly. 

 
C. Emergency Stopping or Parking:   

 
In accordance with RSMo 304.022 an authorized Police vehicle may stop or park contrary to 
posted parking regulations in bona-fide emergency situations only.  Under emergency situations 
the Police vehicle must display a flashing red light as a warning to approaching motorists. If in 
the discretion of the Officer, based upon the situation, a vehicle must be parked contrary to 
posted parking regulations, the Officer will take into consideration existing traffic conditions and 
park in as safe a manner as possible. 

 
III. PURSUITS    
 

A. Pursuit - Policy. 
 

Pursuits are authorized only when the vehicle or occupant(s) has been involved in a dangerous 
felony, or where, in the discretion of the officer, the suspect vehicle or occupant(s) presents a 
clear and immediate danger to the safety of others.  A dangerous felony is defined as , “A felony 
that involves an actual or threatened attack that the officer has reasonable cause to believe could 
result or has resulted in death or serious bodily injury  (for example: aggravated assault on a law 
enforcement officer, murder, rape, robbery, etc.). 
 
Officers shall not initiate a high speed pursuit when the only known violation at the time of the 
pursuit is a traffic violation or misdemeanor, such as Assault 3rd, Stealing under $500, etc., 
unless, in the discretion of the officer, the suspect, if allowed to flee, would present a danger to 
human life or cause serious injury. Generally, a high speed pursuit should not be initiated when a 
driver is merely suspected of being intoxicated. 

 
1. The Officers should consider: 

 
a. the nature of the violation 



 
b. time of day and lighting conditions 

 
c. condition and performance of the emergency vehicle  

 
d. abilities of the Officer 

 
e. familiarity with the area 

 
f. prevailing weather, road conditions and speed limits 

 
g. non-Police personnel in the Police vehicle 

 
h. if the suspect can easily be identified 

 
i. traffic: vehicle and pedestrian 

 
j. location and neighborhoods 

 
If the pursuit is (or becomes) more dangerous than the pursued suspect, DO NOT PURSUE. 

 
B. Responsibilities.   

 
The primary responsibility of all Officers involved in a pursuit is the safe operation of the Police 
vehicles. 

 
1. Primary pursuing Officer: 

 
a. Notify the dispatcher of the pursuit, direction, location and reason for the pursuit; 

and suspect and vehicle description. 
 

b. Terminate the pursuit if continuation is not authorized by the Supervisor. Lacking 
such authorization, the pursuit must be terminated. 

 
c. Terminate the pursuit when, based on conditions known to Officer, would lead a 

reasonable person to believe the level of danger to the community outweighs the 
necessity of immediate apprehension of the suspect.  Notify the dispatcher when 
the pursuit is terminated. 

 
2. Supervisor:  

 
a. Monitor and supervise progress of the pursuit.  The Supervisor must specifically 

authorize, in a timely manner, the continuation of the pursuit. 
 

b. Respond to scene where pursuit is terminated, if: 
 
1) An arrest is made. 

 
2) There is a motor vehicle crash. 

 
3) At the request of the pursuing officer(s). 

 



4) Anytime the supervisor deems appropriate. 
 

c. Require a pursuit to be terminated when the pursuit does not meet the 
requirements of this order.  To include, but not be limited to:  The pursuit is for a 
minor traffic violation, or the danger to the community outweighs the necessity of 
immediate apprehension. 

 
d. Limit the number of vehicles in the pursuit to a primary and a secondary unit.  

 
3. Secondary Officer:  

 
a. Follow the primary Officer at sufficient distance so as to maintain visual contact, 

but not so close as to create a hazard. 
 

b. Provide on-going information to the dispatcher such as direction of travel or other 
conditions as required. 

 
c. Assist in the arrest of the suspect when the pursuit is ended. 

 
d. Terminate the pursuit when directed or when, in his opinion, the danger to the 

community outweighs the necessity of immediate apprehension of the suspect.  
Such action shall be transmitted to the dispatcher. 

 
4. Dispatcher:  

 
a. Order the radio cleared of all but emergency traffic. 

 
b. Immediately notify the Supervisor of the pursuit. 

 
c. Relay direction and location information. 

 
d. Assist, as indicated by the Supervisor, in directing the secondary unit to the 

pursuit. 
 

e. Alert all nearby Police agencies of the pursuit. 
 

f. Query REJIS for license data and any outstanding wanted(s)/warrant(s). 
 

C. Tactics and Rules:  
 

1. Pursuits for minor traffic violations are prohibited. 
 

2. All vehicles involved in a pursuit will have their emergency lights and siren activated. 
 

3. Paralleling the pursuit route by other Police units is not allowed. 
 

4. Units involved in a pursuit shall not attempt to pass any other Police units, unless 
requested to do so by the primary unit. 

 
5. On divided highways the pursuing Officers shall not operate their vehicles against the 

flow of traffic. 
 



6. Pursuits should be limited to two Police vehicles, a primary and secondary.  Other Police 
vehicles shall not leave their assignments to join the pursuit.  Additional units may 
participate, but only at the direction of the Supervisor.  The Supervisor must justify any 
other units allowed. 

 
7. Officers with non-Police personnel in their vehicles will not engage in pursuits. 

 
8. All occupants of the Police vehicles will wear seat belts. 

 
9. Officers operating unmarked units that initiate a pursuit, will allow a marked unit to take 

over the pursuit, and will then drop out of the pursuit.  
 

10. The Richmond Heights Police Department does not employ the use of road blocks, 
stationary or moving. 

 
11. Successfully terminated high-speed pursuits will be treated as felony car stops. 

 
D. Inter-Jurisdictional Pursuits.   

 
1. When a pursuit initiated by an outside agency enters our jurisdiction, the initiating unit 

and jurisdiction remain responsible for the progress and conduct of the pursuit. 
 

2. The dispatcher should make an immediate inquiry to determine the reason for the pursuit 
and whether assistance is required.  The dispatcher will then remain in constant contact 
with the controlling agency, relaying information to Richmond Heights units. 

 
3. This Department’s personnel shall not become involved in another agency’s pursuit 

unless permitted to do so by a Supervisor. 
 

4. A “Fresh Pursuits” initiated by Richmond Heights Police Officers into other jurisdictions 
are permitted by RSMo 544.157: 

 
The term "fresh pursuit", as used in this section, shall include hot or fresh pursuit as 
defined by the common law and also the pursuit of a person who has committed a felony 
or is reasonably suspected of having committed a felony in this state, or who has 
committed or attempted to commit in this state a criminal offense or violation of 
municipal or county ordinance in the presence of the arresting Officer ... or for whom 
such Officer holds a warrant of arrest for a criminal offense.  It shall include also the 
pursuit of a person suspected of having committed a supposed felony in this state, though 
no felony has actually been committed, if there is reasonable ground for so believing.  
"Fresh pursuit" as used herein shall imply instant pursuit. 

 
E. Use of Force. 

 
1. Officers shall not ram, bump, or collide with a fleeing vehicle, nor shall Officers pull 

alongside such vehicles in an attempt to force them off the road or into an obstacle, 
except as the ultimate measure of self-defense, or defense of another when the suspect 
is using deadly force. 

 
2. Officers will not utilize any method of roadblock in attempts to terminate a vehicle 

pursuit. 
 



3. Officers may deploy “Stop Sticks” in an effort to terminate pursuits (see General Order 
30). 

 
4. Officers shall not discharge a firearm at or from a moving vehicle, except as the 

ultimate measure of self-defense, or defense of another when the suspect is using deadly 
force. 

 
F. Reports and Review Process.   

 
1. The primary Officer involved in the pursuit will complete a RHPD Post Pursuit Form, as 

well as any appropriate report(s) of the incident.   
 

2. The Supervisor will review the completed Post Pursuit Form to determine if this policy 
was adhered to by completing the Supervisory Review page. The Supervisor may make 
recommendations for discipline or remedial training. 

.  
3. The Supervisor will complete a USE OF FORCE report, if any force was used. 

 
4. The report and Post Pursuit Form will be forwarded through the chain of command to the 

Chief of Police, who will take any actions considered appropriate. 
 

5. The Bureau of Field Operations Commander will conduct an annual analysis of all 
pursuit reports, policies and reporting procedures. He/she will submit the findings to the 
Chief of Police in a written report. 

 
IV. ACCIDENTS 
 

A. Accidents – Department Vehicles  
 

1. Dispatchers will immediately notify a Supervisor when a Police vehicle is involved in an 
accident. 

 
2. A Police report is required any time a Police vehicle is involved in any accident, in or out 

of the city.  Accidents occurring in the city will be made by an Officer not involved in the 
accident.  Accidents occurring out of the city will be made by an Officer from that 
jurisdiction.  Additional required information in the report:  VIN of the Police vehicle, 
other driver's insurance company, policy number, agents name and phone number. 

 
3. The accident scene will be photographed. 

 
4. The proper forms will be completed by the Supervisor. 
 

 
Attachment: 
1. RHPD Post Pursuit Form 
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